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welcome into her laboratory some twenty soldiers from the
American Expeditionary Forces, whom she was to initiate to
radioactivity.
Her new profession brought her into contact with the most
varied types of human being. Certain surgeons, understanding
the usefulness of the X-ray, treated her as a great colleague and
a precious fellow-worker. Others, more ignorant, regarded her
apparatus with deep distrust. After a few conclusive radioscopic
experiments, they were astonished that "it worked" and could
hardly believe their eyes when, at the spot indicated by the rays
and pointed out by Marie, their scalpel encountered the bit
of shell which had been vainly sought for in suffering flesh.
Suddenly converted, they commented upon the event as upon
a miracle. . . .
Fashionable women, the guardian angels of the hospitals,
needed only one glance to classify this grey-haired woman, so
indifferently dressed, who neglected to mention her name; and
sometimes they treated her like a subordinate. Marie was
amused by their misunderstandings. When such trivial mani-
festations of vanity had annoyed her a little, she purified her
soul by remembering a nurse and a soldier, silent and tenacious,
who were her working comrades at the hospital in Hoogstade:
Queen Elizabeth and King Albert of Belgium.
Marie, often cold and distant, was charming to the wounded.
Peasants and workmen sometimes grew frightened of the
Rontgen apparatus and asked if the examination would hurt
them. Marie reassured them: "You'll see, it's just the same as
a photograph." She had what could be sweetest to them: a
pleasing tone of voice, light hands, a great deal of patience, and
an immense religious respect for human life. To save a man's
life or to spare him suffering, an amputation or an infirmity, she
was ready for the most exhausting efforts. She gave up only
when every chance had been tried in vain.
She was never to speak of the hardships and dangers to which
she exposed herself during these four years. She spoke neither
of her tremendous fatigues, of the risk of death, nor of the